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19 Easter Vacation 

No School; Daycare closed 

22 In-Service Exchange Day: 

No School; Daycare closed 

Leaping into Spring! 
—By Kristin Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal 

 

As warm weather is approaching, the teachers and students at 
TAES are gearing up for a busy fourth marking period. In the 
coming weeks, the third and fourth grade students will be 
completing PSSA testing. We all know that the teachers and 
students at Tyrone have worked very hard to prepare for these 
assessments, and we are excited for the students to have this 
opportunity to demonstrate all the knowledge they have gained 
throughout their elementary school experience. Testing will occur on 
the following dates: 

 

 ELA: April 15-17 
 Math: April 29-30 
 Science: May 1-2 (4th grade only) 
 
In order to best help your child to succeed on this assessment, be 
sure that he or she is getting plenty of sleep and eating a nutritional 
breakfast in order to start the day on the right foot! 

 
The Physical Education teachers will also be taking advantage of 
the warmer weather by encouraging the teachers and students to 
get outside on Fitness Fridays. Since walking has been proven as 
one of the best ways to improve a healthy lifestyle, the PE teachers 
have created several safe walking locations for teachers to take 
their students outside for some extra walking time. Not only will the 
students be able to improve their health, but they will also have the 
added bonus of soaking up some fresh air, relaxing and socializing 
with their classmates. 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
TAES community for the generous amount of 
support I have received in my first weeks as 
the Elementary Principal. I am enjoying the 
process of getting to know all of the students, 
teachers, staff members and families within the 
Tyrone community and am looking forward to 
the special events and activities that are taking shape for the end of 
the year. If I have not had the opportunity to meet you yet, I am 
looking forward to doing so soon! 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, 

Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 



First Grade Paleontologists  —By Megan Myers 

  

In early March, first graders at Tyrone Elementary started their unit on paleontology and dino-

saurs.  This is unit is being completed with great anticipation and in prepa-

ration for our Carnegie Museum of Natural History field trip on April 18th.  

After learning about different tools paleontologists use and discussing 

how to transport fossils back to the museum, stu-

dents got to be real paleontologists.  Each student re-

ceived a chocolate chip cookie, a toothpick, and a 

brush to excavate chocolate chips from cookies.  In 

addition, they had to keep notes of how their pro-

gress and how many whole chocolate chips they 

were able to excavate.  After learning about paleontologists, students 

learned about different kinds of fossils and how fossils are made as well 

as fun facts about dinosaurs (length, weight, what it eats, and what its 

name means).  The first graders at Tyrone Elementary will be well pre-

pared for their field trip to the museum with all their dinosaur knowledge! 

Kindergarten’s Read Across America Week 
—by Mrs. Rice, Kindergarten Teacher 

During the first week in March, 

Tyrone Area School District celebrated 

Read Across America.  Kindergarten 

teachers and students had a week of 

celebrations for reading.  Each day our 

classrooms invited guest readers to 

bring their favorite books in to 

share.  One very special guest 

reader was Leapin Lily from 

Froggy 98.  The students were 

very excited to her hear read 

Horton Hears a Who.  The students got decked out with their 

own elephant ears to celebrate this exciting guest reader.  

The week was full of fun, crafts, games and most importantly 

lots of reading! 



Mondays are Marvelous 
--by Mrs. Smeal, Preschool Teacher 

Monday, March 4 was Marvelous 
Monday in preschool at Tyrone 
Elementary School.  The theme 
for this last Marvelous Monday 
of the 2018-19 academic year 
was Nursery Rhymes.  Students, 
along with their families, were 
able to explore various literacy, 
math, sensory, art, and STEM 
activities relating to the nursery 
rhymes we studied.  Everyone 
enjoyed finding letters and words 
on Little Bo Peep’s sheep, 
measuring how far they could 
jump over Jack’s candle stick, 
building a wall that would keep 
Humpty Dumpty from falling 
again, creating gardens of silver bells and cockle shells, 
and several other exciting activities.  This event was a 
great reminder of the power of home-school 
collaboration, as families and teachers worked together 
t arning and have fun in the 
process! 

 

o encourage student le

Third Grade Thank You 
—by the Third Grade Teachers Team 

The third grade 
hallway was 
full of volun-
teers reading 
during Read 
Across America 
week. Thank 
you to all the 
parents and 
guardians who 
came in to read. 
We had Dr 
Seuss books, books without pictures, fa-
vorite stories from parents youth, and 
many more. The students and teachers 
appreciated all of the volunteers who 
shared their love of reading with us! 
Thank you to: Mrs. Long, Mrs. George, 
Mrs. Zupon, Ms. Laird, Mr. Chiocco & 
Clara, Mrs. Catterton, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. 
Sutt, Mrs. Walk, Mr. Dickson, Mrs. 
Craig, Mrs. Harris, Ms. Berry, Mrs. Mar-
tin, Mrs. LaVanish, Mrs. Weber, and Mr. 
Martin.  

 

Science ignites the “Wow!, Hmm . . . Aha!” in Second Grade 

—submitted by Mrs. Elder & Ms. Bailin (PSU Student Teacher) 

Second grade geared up for a very exciting trip to the Carnegie Science Center on 
March 26, 2019. The students experienced four floors of interactive exhibits. They 
explored the constellations in the planetarium without ever leaving Pittsburgh.  Also, 
they quenched their curiosity as they united the experience of sports with the laws of 
science at the Sports Works center.  If you see a Tyrone second grader, be sure to 
inquire about their trip to the Carnegie Science Center!! 
 
What the kids had to say afterwards: 
 

Tessa: My favorite part of the field trip was the submarine because there was a cool 

room for a captain. If I was on the submarine, I would want to sleep in the captain’s room 

because it was the nicest room. If you go to Carnegie Science Center, you should go to the 

Planetarium.  

 
Hayden—My favorite part of the field trip was Sports Works because my favorite sport is 
baseball, and they had a baseball batting there. If you go to Carnegie, you should go to the 
Robot exhibit because I love basketball and they had a robot that played basketball. 
 



Reflections on Poetry . . . By Joan Bilotto, Title 1 Reading Teacher 

 As a child, I remember sitting up in my mother’s lap 

as she nuzzled me close. She read familiar nursery rhymes 

over and over to me. Humpty Dumpty, This Little Piggy, and 

Hickory Dickory Dock were among my favorites. As a young 

child, I didn’t know that I was learning about rhythm and rhyme, word families, developing 

phonemic awareness, alliteration and vocabulary words; all of which would help me when I 

started to learn how to read. I was simply experiencing the joy of poetry… opening up my 

imagination, heart and little soul.   

And then when I was a little older, she would read of the Sugar- Plum Tree in the 

garden of Shut-Eye Town and about the duel with the gingham dog and the calico cat. As we 

read together, the words just seemed to leap off the page and come alive! I was captivated 

and transplanted to another place and time! In that place, I was learning about metaphors, 

imagery and fluency!  

 Many parents take time to read picture books and board books to their young children 

every day. But the reading aloud of nursery rhymes and poetry is just as valuable. Bryant 

Livingston said, “Reading poetry aloud to and with your young children can have benefits 

that last for years.” 

So, in the spirit of April being National Poetry Month, let’s purpose this month to 

expose our children to poetry, both by reading and writing. Let’s buy a book of poetry or 

download some poems by Shel Silverstein, Jack Prelutsky and Ken Nesbitt. Take some time 

each day to read aloud a poem together and even memorize your favorite.  

As a family, or a classroom, have a Poetry Picnic and share your favorite poems with 

each other while munching on some food! Get outside and chalk a poem on the sidewalk for 

others to enjoy! Spread some butcher paper on the table with the words of your favorite 

poem and as a family, add the illustrations!  Or better yet, get a pencil and a piece of paper. 

Sit down and write your own poem. In the Greek, poem actually means, “something made.”  

Make your own thing . . . and share it with others!  



Happy Pi Day  —by Mrs. Ober-Lauck 

Fourth grade students in Mrs. Lauck’s math class have been studying pi 

(π).  On March 14th, which is National Pi day, the class concluded their 

study of pi with a luncheon of different types of pie. National pi day be-

gan in the United States in 1988 in San Francisco. It is celebrated 3/14 

every year because it matches the first 3 numbers in pi. The record for 

discovering the most number of digits in pi is 2.7 trillion decimal places!  

PTO Box Top Challenge 

—by Mrs. Garda 

 

In the PTO’s Box Top USA Challenge, states 

still needed are Rhode Island and South Da-

kota.  The 3rd marking period ends on April 

1st (our previous letter says March 27th) due 

to snow/make up days.  So all envelopes 

MUST be postmarked by April 1st to count!  I 

have received international mail from Qatar, 

Germany, Canada, England, France, and Ja-

pan—WOW! 

 
 

Magic is in the Air 
Bobby Cadabra recently came to TAES to 
perform a Magic Show for our students! 

 

Photo credit:  TAES PTO 

The TAES PTO is a Thrivent Choice recipient and would love if you’d 
choose our organization to spend your Choice Dollars! 



After School Adventures 

—by Ms. Glunt and Ms. Dively 

 Happy March from the kin-
dergarten and first grade after-
school program at Tyrone Elemen-
tary!  We’re looking forward to 
school weeks without winter 
weather days, so we don’t miss out 
on any more fun.   A typical after 
school day includes time for snack, 
a story, homework, recess, games 
and ‘specials’ depending on the day 
of the week.  These can include art, 
computer, music, science and mov-
ie night. 
 For March, our fun themes include kazoos, frogs, St. Pat-
rick’s Day, Spring and the Robert Munsch collection.  National 
Kazoo Day was at the end of January, but we couldn’t fit it in our 
schedule until now.  Holidays such as St. Patrick’s Day are awe-
some themes because there are so many ideas for crafts, music, 
and science to keep the kids busy and learning.  With any luck, 
having springtime activities, including a study on frogs, will actu-
ally bring on the new season!  Robert Munsch is a favorite author 
of Ms. Donna, with characters doing crazy things amid lots of 
shouting. 
 Science experiments on Thursdays are a favorite—many 
kids don’t want to leave for home until the results are in!  In case 
your budding scientist wants more fun, there are directions for 
simple experiments on the internet, most of which use common 
household supplies.  Try some yourself with your entire family, 
especially on those days when you’re snowed in!  We have made 
an underwater volcano, magic milk, “snow” crystals, a lava lamp 
and much more! 

Here’s hoping for spring-like weather soon! 

Technology Time at Tyrone 
By—Ms. Litzinger 

 In first and second grade we read a book 
series called Hello Ruby; in these books students have 
learned about what is inside of a computer/how it 
works, introduced the students to coding and learned 
about how the internet works. The students wrote 
their names in binary code as part of a Hello Ruby 
activity and Computer Science week. As part of the 
Hour of Code initiative the students got to code their 
own projects on Tynker. When we read the Hello Ru-
by book about the internet students learned about 
the infrastructure of the internet (cables, towers, sat-
ellites) with a focus on the cables that are under the 
ocean. We recently completed a unit on computer 
input and output devices in which the students in-
vented their own input or output device from every-
day objects (ex. book, stapler, box, etc.). We are going 
to continue exploring how computers and the inter-
net works through the end of the year with networks 
being our next topic.  

 Our third and fourth grade classes are cur-
rently working on digital citizenship and safety using a 
program developed by Google, it is called Be Internet 
Awesome. Some of your students may have  come 
home and played a game called Interland, this online 
game is part of the curriculum and there is a map that 
matches each unit. We just completed the unit titled 
Don’t Fall for Fake. In this unit students learned how 
to spot and avoid phishing and other online scams. 
We also explored how we can respond appropriately 
to situations when someone they don’t know tries to 
contact them online, to include blocking or ignoring 
and reporting this to a trusted adult. In our next unit, 
titled Secure Your Secrets, we are going to learn 
about online privacy and security issues and how to 
protect our personal and private information.  

Upcoming PTO Events in April and May 
 

April 
• 1st - 3rd Marking Period Ends 
• 2nd - 4th Marking Period Begins 
• 9

th
 – PTO Meeting, 3:30pm, Location Small Gym 

 
May 
• 3rd -BOGO Book Fair set up 
• 6

th
-10

th
 BOGO Book Fair 

• 6
th
-10

th
 Teacher Appreciation Week 

• 14
th
 – PTO Meeting, 3:30pm, Location Small Gym 

• 20th - BT Challenge for 4th Marking Period Ends 
• 24th - BT Challenge Winners: Extra Recess and Treat 




